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A Programme for the Implementation of the 
Obligations of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

Sadaf Alam 
 
 
In June, 1992, Pakistan joined other countries in signing the Convention On Biological Diversity 
during the Rio Summit. The Convention places responsibility on the signatories by providing a 
framework aimed at conserving and sustaining global biodiversity. This framework can be 
summarized under the following broad categories: 
1. Objectives 
2. Principle 
3. Obligations For-Pakistan 
4. Opportunities 
5. Conference Of the Parties 
 
Objectives 
 

Article No Obligation Agency 
1. The signatories' overall ambition is to conserve global 

biological diversity and promote the sustainable use of its 
components, as well as the equitable sharing of any benefits 
which may arise out of the utilization of genetic resources. The 
implementation for Pakistan, thus, are that it protects its 
ecosystems and habitats, the communities and species which 
reside in them, and allows access to its genetic resources 
recognizing the right to demand repatriations. 

 

6. General measure to be taken include developing national 
strategies, plans or programmes, or adopting effective existing 
strategies, plans or programmes. An additional requirement is 
to integrate the convention into the national agenda. 

 

22. Other international agreements to which Pakistan is a Party to 
shall still be valid, with the exception of those conventions 
which run counter to the objectives set out in this convention. 
With regards to the marine environment, the law of the sea is 
applicable. 

 

 
Principles 

 
Article No Obligation Agency 
3. The sovereign right of countries to exploit their own resources 

is recognized; however, the convention emphatically states 
that this only applies to resources within national jurisdiction. 

 

4. The convention goes on to say that for any activities and 
processes which affect biological diversity, this document 
applies to all the areas affected whether they are in or beyond 
national jurisdiction. 
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Obligations for Pakistan  
 

Article No Obligation Agency 
5. Cooperation forms the basis of the Biological Diversity 

Convention. Many of the obligations mentioned in this 
document emphasize the need to collaborate with and 
where possible assist other Contracting Parties in 
implementing various strategies connected with the 
objectives of this convention. 

 

7. Pakistan has committed itself to identified and 
monitoring biological components, particularly those 
that have the greatest potential for sustainable use, as 
well as any processes an activities which adversely 
effect the biological conservation. Data should be 
maintained in an organized manner. 

Min FA, NCCW 
Provinces 

8. With regards to elements of biological diversity existing 
within their natural habitat, the convention states the 
need for establishing protected areas which have 
coherent guidelines pertaining to their use. 

EUAD, Min FA 

8. Furthermore, Pakistan is obligated to regulate and 
manage biological resources both within and outside 
these protected areas and to promote their protection 
and sustainable use by creating legislation or other 
regulatory provisions. The government must encourage 
the rehabilitation and restoration of degraded 
ecosystems by, among other means, providing the 
necessary conditions for sustainable use and 
conservation. The convention promotes the 
conservation practices and innovations of indigenous 
and local communities. 

EUAD, Min FA 

10. The Convention calls for the sustainable use of 
components of biological diversity. This requires that 
the government of Pakistan integrate this into its 
national decision-making process, adopt measures 
aimed at minimizing adverse impacts on biological 
diversity, protect and encourage the traditional uses of 
biological components, support local populations, and 
finally encourage cooperation between different 
sectors. 

P&D, NCS Unit 

11. Each Party to the convention is obligated to adopt 
economically and socially sound measures which 
provide incentive measures for biological conservation 
and sustainable use. 

EUAD, NCS 
Finance 

13. The promotion of the understanding of the importance of 
biological diversity is necessary for the successful 
implementation of this treaty; this can be achieved 
through use of the mass media and the inclusion of this 
topic in educational programmes. Pakistan has also 
committed itself to international cooperation in 
developing relevant programmes. 

NCS Unit, 
Education 
Information, PID, 
PTV 

 
Continued….. 
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Article No Obligation Agency 
15. Allowing accessibility to genetic resources rests with 

the national governments and is subject to national 
legislation; however, at the same time, each Contracting 
Party is dictated by the terms in this convention. 
Pakistan, thus, must endeavour to create conditions 
which facilitate access; of course, this must occur on 
mutually agreed terms. Any benefits arising out of 
research carried out on genetic resources provided 
must be shared with the Party providing the resource. 

Min FA 

17. Exchange of information, taking into account the needs 
of developing countries, is encouraged. Such exchange 
of information will include the exchange of results of 
technical, scientific and socio-economic research, as 
well as the repatriation of information where feasible. 

EUAD 

 
Opportunities 
This convention delegates the additional responsibility to developed countries of aiding 
developing countries in implementing the convention. 
 

Article No Obligation Agency 
7. Pakistan may require outside Technological and 

technical help in obtaining the best available scientific 
methods. 

Min FA, PARC 

8. With regards to in-situ conservation, Pakistan may seek 
outside assistance to regulate, manage, or control the 
risk associated with the use and release of living 
modified organisms resulting from biotechnology, as 
well as for those activities which have had a significantly 
adverse impact on biological diversity. Furthermore, it 
can ask for help in preventing the introduction of alien 
elements which may threaten natural habitats. 

PARC, Min FA, 
PFI, Agri. 
Universities 

9. It is in the area of ex-situ convention, however that 
Pakistan requires greater assistance. Help is required 
for the establishment and maintenance of facilities for 
ex-situ conservation of and research on plants, animals 
and micro-organisms, preferably in Pakistan itself. 
Pakistan can also seek aid for the recovery and 
rehabilitation of threatened species and for their 
reintroduction into their natural habitats. 

 

12. The provision made for research and training are such 
that northern countries are obligated to help Pakistan in 
developing its programmes in this area. 

P&D, EUAD, 
PEPA, Min FA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued….. 
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Article No Obligation Agency 
14. The convention also calls for impact assessment and 

minimizing adverse impacts. Assistance is required in 
introduction the proper procedures and methods for 
assessment, as well as in developing national 
arrangements for emergency response to grave and 
imminent danger to biological diversity. Pakistan is 
however, required to inform affected areas outside of its 
national jurisdiction of activities originating within the 
country which pose a threat to biological diversity. 

 

15. The convention calls for the fair and equitable sharing of 
both the results of research and development and the 
benefits arising from the commercial and other utilization 
of genetic resources. 

 

16. The north has committed itself to providing access to the 
transfer of technology to developing countries under fair 
and most favorable terms. Pakistan is also to be allowed 
access to and the transfer of technology which makes use 
of the genetic resources it provides. The private sector 
from northern countries shall facilitate access to, joint 
development and transfer of technology for the benefit of 
development countries. 

 

18. The convention asks for international technical and 
scientific cooperation. Assistance can be obtained from 
developed countries in this area. 

 

19. The north is to promote and advance priority access on a 
fair and equitable basis of the results and benefits arising 
from biotechnologies based on genetic resources 
provided by southern countries. This responsibility also 
applies to the safe transfer, handling and use of any living 
modified organisms resulting from biotechnology. The 
countries providing the aforementioned shall also provide 
information pertaining to the safe handling of the 
organisms. 

 

20. Pakistan is eligible for receiving financial aid from 
developed countries for the implementation of this 
convention. This Article note that the priority area for 
developing countries is economic and social development 
and the eradication of poverty. Under this provision, 
Pakistan must establish its specific needs and special 
circumstances. 
Special consideration shall be given to the dependence 
on, distribution of and location of, biological diversity 
within developing country Parties. Consideration is also to 
be given to the special situation of developing countries 
which are particularly vulnerable to the loss of biological 
biodiversity. 

 

21. A financial mechanism for providing monetary assistance 
is established; under interim arrangements this will be the 
GEF. 

EAD, EUAD, FO 
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The Conference of the Parties  
The main agencies concerned with implementing this part of the Convention are the Foreign 
Office (FO) and the Environment and Urban Affairs Division (EUAD). Those obligations 
concerned with finance are to be referred to the Ministry of Finance. 
 

Article No. Obligation 
23. A Conference Of The Parties has been established to supervise the 

implementation of the convention. 
24. A Secretariat has been established to oversee the functions of the Conference. 
25. A Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice has been 

established to provide the Parties with timely advice relating to the 
implementation of the convention. This body shall be open to participation by all 
Parties and shall comprise of government representatives competent in the 
relevant fields. The functions of this body will be elaborated upon by the 
Conference. 

26. Each Party is to provide a report to the Conference on its progress with regards 
to the implementation of the convention at as yet to be specified time intervals. 

27. Provisions are also made for the settlement of disputes. This process is further 
elaborated in Annex II of Convention. 

28. The procedure for adopting a protocol is described. 
29. This Article provides for the procedure for amendments to the convention or 

protocols. 
30 This provides for the adoption and amendment of Annexes. 
31. Each Party has one vote. Organizations cannot exercise their right to vote if 

members to the organization have exercised their votes separately. 
32. A State can only be a Party to a protocol if it has signed the convention. Only 

Parties to a protocol can make decisions pertaining to the protocol. Other 
Parties may act as observers in any meeting of Parties to a protocol. 

 
In the Conference of the Parties, provisions have also been made for: 
 

Article No. Obligation 
34. The ratification, acceptance, or approval of the convention. Instruments 

pertaining to this must be deposited with the Depository. Organisations 
signing the convention must state their competence with regards to the 
implementation of the convention. 

35. This convention will be open to accession to State and regional economic 
integration organizations. Organizations must state their level of competence 
with regard to matters pertaining to the convention. 

36. The convention will enter into force on the nineteenth day after the date of 
deposit of the instrument of acceptance by a Party. This rule also applies to 
the adoption of protocols. 

37. No reservation can be made to the convention. 
38. Withdrawals are allowed two years after the convention has entered into force 

for a Party. Withdrawal becomes official one year after notification has 
convention as well. 

39, 40. Interim arrangements are made regarding the financial mechanism and the 
secretariat to the Conference of the Parties. 

41. The Secretary-General of the United Nations has assigned the role of 
Depository. 

 


